
Essay Evaluation Scale: 

Holistic* 

Scores 

5 4 3 2 1 
A “5” essay demonstrates a 

high degree of competence in 

response to the assignment 

but may have a few minor 

errors. 

 

An essay in this category 

 

 is well organized and 

coherently developed 

 clearly explains or 

illustrates key ideas 

 demonstrates sentence 

variety 

 clearly displays facility 

in the use of language 

 is generally free from 

errors in mechanics, 

usage, and sentence 

structure. 

A “4” essay demonstrates 

clear competence in response 

to the assignment but may 

have a minor errors. 

 

An essay in this category 

 

 is generally well 

organized and coherently 

developed 

 explains or illustrates key 

ideas 

 demonstrates some 

sentence variety 

 displays facility in the 

use of language 

 is generally free from 

errors in mechanics, 

usage, and sentence 

structure. 

A “3” essay demonstrates 

competence in response to the 

assignment. 

 

An essay in this category 

 

 is adequately organized 

and developed 

 explains or illustrates 

some of the key ideas 

 demonstrates adequate 

facility with language 

 may display some errors 

in mechanics, usage, and 

sentence structure, but 

not a consistent pattern 

of such errors. 

A “2” essay demonstrates 

some degree of competence 

in response to the assignment 

but is clearly flawed. 

 

An essay in this category  

reveals one or more of the 

following weaknesses: 

 

 inadequately 

organization or 

development 

 Inadequate explanation 

or illustration of key 

ideas 

 a pattern or accumulation 

of errors in mechanics, 

usage, or sentence 

structure (i.e., errors in 

spelling, punctuation, 

sentence fragments) 

A “1” essay demonstrates 

fundamental deficiencies in 

writing skills. 

 

An essay in this category 

reveals one or more of the 

following weaknesses: 

 

 weak organization or 

very little development 

 little or no relevant 

details 

 serious errors in 

mechanics, usage, 

sentence structure or 

word choice 

5=A 4=B 3=C 2=D 1=F 

 

*The design of this Evaluation Scale was adapted from the 1987 NTE/PPST Assessment Guide, developed and published by the Educational Testing Service. 


